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Of Obfervator, &c. 


More of the Fire of London. The A€tors in it. And the End for which it was Defign’d. 





From Saturday September the 2d, to Saturapy September the oth, 1704. 








thou ferve me fuch another Trick, 
my Oaken-Towel fhall come to 


. fit. P= take thee for an Obfervator. If 


¢ fhare. 
© by, How now, Country-man, Thou’rt grown ve- 
Refty of Late. 
© Gowmry-m. Thou fent’ft me full fpeed laft Sa- 
vday to look for 3 London Gazetts, Num. 47, 48, 
. In full expeGation to find that it was the 
foh-Church Men who Burnt London, or elfe fuch 
e Relation of it, as to give us Room to Turn it 
Banon them. Whereby we had Suk them for ever. 
int on my Confcience, Man, it was the True-Blue- 
figs, the very Green-Ribbon-Club who did it ; And, 
W's me, were Hang’d for’t. 
© bf. Vdid it to try thy Zeal, and thy Wit. Thy 
Geal, to fee if any thing Cou’d Shake thee from the 
'Good-Old Caufe. And thy Wit, to fee if thou Can’ft 
hot yet find a Way to Turn it upon the High 
Church ? | 
> Country-m. Asto my Zeal, Vd rather 100 Lon- 
dons were Burnt, than that the Caufe fhou’d Mif- 
carry. But for my Wit, I ask thy Pardon, the Devil 
can’t turn this upon the Church, Mr. Bays. 
» Obf. No. No one Devil has fo much Brave Im- 
“pudence. But Legion has. And has done it. 
- Country-m. How ? Prithee. 
bf. Why, we have Turn’d it upon the Court; 
and thou know’ft, That’s all one with the Church, 
for they always keep together; And the one Sup- 
“ports the other. 
) Country-m. That’s True. We always find it fo. 
And therefore when we Down with One, we muft 
Dewn with Both, But how the Devil can’ft thou 
Tarn it upon the Court? Have we any Proofs ? 
. 0bf. 1 fhall never do Good with thee. Thou’rt 
Mill talking of Proofs. How oft have I told thee, 
That we have no Need of Proofs? Thou Souce- 
Crown, what is it that Proofs do Prove? 
© Country-m. Why the Truth. What fhou’d they 
Prove? 
| Obf. Then they detec Lies, don’t they. 
| Country-m. O, now my Underftanding begins to 
sopen-—-Befides, what woud become of Jealoufies 
“and Fears, and Surmifes, and Innuendoes, if Proofs 
Were Requir’d? We fhou’d be Quite Dif-Arm’d, 
sand not have one Stone to Throw, if Proofs come in 
Play. Therefore goon, my dear Bully. 

m Obf. We fay then, That thefe were Hozeff Men 
who were Hang’d for the Fire of London, Becaufe 
they were All of US. And confequently, That it 
Was a Court and Sham-Plot, to caft fo Terrible an 

/Odium upon US. 

|. Country-m. Then the Court were the Witches, who 

y Told of the Fire of London, four Months before it 

came to pafs. And nam’d the very Day on which 

it was Done ! 
Obf. Tis eafie for Managers to be Prophets. 

| Country-m. But they don’t ufe to Blab at this Rate, 

mand Tell their own Defigns before hand. 

| Obf. What is that to me ? Let them look to that ! 

) Gountry-m. But thefe Poor Men who Suffer’d for 
it, did Confefs it. 
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they were Brib’d to it, Bril’d by the Court, as fure 
as a Gun! 

Country-m. What! Brib’d to be Hang’d! 

Obf. Ay, ay, for the Good of their Wives and 
Children. 

Country-m. Some of them were my Neighbours. 
And we faw none of their Wives or Children the 
better for’t. 

Ob/. They were Oblig’d by the Court not to make 
a Shew of it. 

Country-m. Does this pafs among our People ? 

Obf. As Clear as Lightning! For I’ll tell thee, 
Country-man, We have us’d them fo to Believing, 
that they are now got beyond any Common Proba- 
bility, they care not for it, it has no Relifh upon 
their Pallate, which has been fo long Sea/on’d with 
Haut-Goufts. Anda Lie that wou’d Choak others, 
Go’s dewn with Them as Glib as Chicken-Broth, 
And the Greater the Lie, the Surer the Truth of it! 
They Examine not what is Told them, but from 
Whom it.comes. WE cannot Invent any thing, they 
will not Believe. Nor the CHURCH-MEN Prove 
any thing by Tex Thoufand DEMONSTRATIONS, 
and FACTS as Clear as the Sun, which they will Be- 
lieve. And the More they Prove, you muft Believe 
the Lefs. La ye, Country-man, be fure there is fome 
Trick in’t, when they come to Proving. 

Country-m. Yl warrant ye, AMdafter, they fhall ne’t ~ 
Catch me Believing or not Believing, but as ferves the 
Caufe. 

Obf. Without this Qualification, no Body can 
ferve it. Therefore, Country-man, we go on, and 
ftill keep up the Cry of the Fire of London. No lon- 
ger ago than laft Week, we Publifh’d a Book Intitul’d, 
The Proteftant Fefuite Unmasked, where, p. 43. We 
bring in the Laudites and High-Flyers, (with Englifh 
Faces, and Romifh Hearts) as Concern’d inthe Po« 
pifh-Plot. And add, J might Mention the FIR E of 
LONDON; and that thofe taken on that Account, were 
generally Favour’d and Difmifs'd, without being brought 
to Trial. This, withthe Jn/cription which our Dear 
Sir Patience Ward, put upon the Monument, in his 
Mayralty, in@be Time of the Popifh-Plor,; And Re- 
new’d in the Mayralty of our Right Trujty Sir Thoms 
Pilkington, in the laft Reign, when WE were Trump, 
is a Full and Abfolute Proof. 

Country-m. Enough! Enough! We have Enough ! 
It is as Plain asa Pike-ftaf. \t wasthe Laudites and 
Fiigh-Church that Burnt LONDON. And thofe 
Whigs who Suffer’d tor it were Martyrs. And fhall 
be put in Red-Letrers, in our next Years Calander of 
Patridge’s Almanack, where our-Colou’d SAINTS aré 
Inlifted, the Martyrs of Legion. 

Obf. When thou’rt in a Coffee-Houfe or fo, fay, 
Did not the Diffenters and Whigs in London fuffer 
as much by the Fire, in their Proportion, as other 
People ? And who can think they wou’d be fo Alad 
as to Burn their own Houfes ? 

Country-m. May not the fame be faid of the 
Church-men, and the very Papifhes, who Suffer’d too 
in their Proportion ? 

Obf. Thowrt a very Troublefome Fellow. WNev¥er 





_ Obf,.They were Rogues for that. But no doubt 1 


was Bays fo Tormented: Thou fpoil ft all my i 





we 


Pil talk no more with thee, if thou be asking Que- 
10ns. ’ 
f But what Proportion had the Papifhes'in London to 
Us? There I have thee again. 

Country-m. But the Church-Men had a Greater 
Proportion, than both of Us put together. There- 
fore this will Clear Them more than Us. Befides, a 
Man’s Allis his A#. And tho’ it be lefs than ano- 
ther Man’s, yet it is as much to him. Wou’d a 
Man fet Fire to his own Houfe to Burn his Neighbours, 
tho’ it were a Bigger Houfe than his ? 

Obf. AmI bound to Anfer all thy filly Queftions ? 
But the Zeal of the Papifhes and High-fliers is fuch, 
That they would Deffroy Themfelves, to Deftroy 
Others: Any thing for Old AMforher CHURCH. 

Country-m. And have not We Zeal as well as 
They? Wou’d not WE do as much for our Pu/s, as 
They for their Church ? And have WE not Done it ? 
For De-Throning and Murdering of Kings, and fill- 
ing Nations with Blood and Deftruition ; We'll Com- 
pare (for our Time, and in our Proportion) with Ma- 
homet himfelf, or any Popifh and High-flier of em All. 

Did’nft thou Recommend Zeal to me, as the 
chief Engine to carry on the Caufe; and which wou’d 
Prevail over all the Law and Reafon on the Church’s 
fide, and Run them Down? Such an Implicit and 
Blind ZEAL, as neither to Believe, Hear, nor See, 
but asI’m Bid! And now woud’ft thou take Zeal 
from Us, and give it to THEAZ? To our Exemies, 
to the Church? Then they wou’d foon be High- 
Church indeed! And our Legion fent into the Herd 
of Swines! We fhouw’d not ftand an Hour before 
them, if they had Zeal ! 

Ob/: I did not mean, That Al the Papifhes and 
High-fliers had that Zeal to Deftroy Themfelves, to 
Hurt Others, to Burn the City, tho’ their own Hou/es 
muft Perifh with the reft : But only, That the chief 
Managers and Confpirators had that Zeal. For exam- 
ple, Country-man, fuppofe Thee and I had now fuch 
a Defign in our Heads, and thought the Dejffruction 
of London fo neceflary to our Caufe, as that the Lofs 
of particular Perfons of our own fide ought to be 
Difpens’d with, for a much Greater AZi/chief to our 
Enemies : Do’ft think we wou’d go and Tell all 
thefe Particular Perfons of it? No, Ill warrant 
thee, Some of them wou’d have a mind to fave 
their own Houfes. And our Plot wou’d foon take 
Air. We cou’d Repair our Friends Loffes after- 
wards, if we Gain’d our Poimt. And they muft Run 
a Hazard as well as We. Isit not the fame cafe in 
a Battle? We muft expect to Lofe Friends. And 
muft put fome upon Defperate Pofts. 

Now, Country-man, let thee and I talk Cooly. Why 
fhou’d it be thought ftrange, that W E who fet 
Three Nations ina Flame, fhou’d f{cruple the Burning 
of ove Town, for the carrying on of the fame Caufe ? 
WE who fought Aid of the French King againft K. 
Charles 1. why fhou’d we not Join with the States of 
Holland againft K. Ch. Il. Efpecially confidering,that 
there was open War then betwixt them, at that 
time when London was Burnt. And he was our E- 
nemy, having Cheated Us at his Reftoration, to which 
fome of Us Contributed, in what Manner, and for 
what Ends thou Know’{t—-—He Burnt our Cove- 
nant by the Hands of the common Hang-man: And 
fet up Epifcopecy (which that and we Abjur’d) open- 
ly and above-board. We had been Engag’d in fe- 
veral Plots againft him, from the Day of his Re/fora- 
tion tothat time. For which he Hang’d fome of Us, 
and others Fled to Holland, where they were at 
the time of this War, and took Service with the 
States. All which was fairly a Declaration of War a- 
gainft him. And therefore was no Treachery in Us. } 
Thefe Aéted in Concert with the Council of our Great 


| whith Council receiv’d their Direttion 


\prefs’d in thefe very words, in the London Gg 





Ones that Sat in London, from whom Iffu’d all Orders ; 


from Another in 
As it was fuily Proy’ 


Martyrs, andis Ey Ge 
of April 30. 1666. 


Country-m. But tho’ the Defign was both Fug 
Honeft, as well in Us, as in the Sane his : yor! 
of War. Yetin Us, it will look very Bai bare 
be in a Plot to Burn the whole City of ty 
Exhaufted by the P/acue the Year before the B 
of which lay Heavy upon the Nation, upon | 
more efpecially, as well as the War. Thatonew 
think there needed no new Calamities tobe Ad 
to Thefe! It fhews Us to be Divefted of all Bom 
towards our own JWVztrve Country. ean 
Obf. No, Country-man, as 1 have Vindicated ¢h 
Fuftice of our Undertaking, fo I will Engageto fhe 
That this was the moft Aferciful Method wees 
have taken. For, look ye, Country-man, if wehe 
Succeeded in our Enterprize of Killing the King, ay 
the Lord General, of Seizing the Tomer , and 4 
King’s Guards, as was Defign’d, which you will fe 
the forefaid Gazerte ; the Confternation had been f@ 
Great, and no body to have Headed the Church Paps 
ty, and the whole Town in Fire about their Ears, 
the fame time ; That we might, without any@ 
fition or Blood-fhed, have Seiz’d the Government, An 
then having a Strong Party here, Back’d within 
Allies in Holland, then in War with England Wh 
coud have with/tood Us? Then had our PUSS he 
fet up, and Eftabl.f’d, all at Once. And had notth 
heen with Infinitly lefs Lo/s and Deftruttion to'ghp 
Nation, than it Coft Us tofet Her up againt 
Charles 1. who wou'’d not fuffer us to do it Quiet 
And fo was the Caufe of all the Blood and Delay 
tion that follow’d! And if our Defign, fo well taj 
had taken Effect in the other Parts of it, as wéllg 
in that of Burning the City, the Nation had beg 
Freed from all thofe Plots and Con/piracies with whi 
we have Vex’'d it ever fince, and ever muft,’till® 
get into the Saddle again. We had then Exxtirp, 
the,whole Race of the Stuarts, as we Refold’d ate 
Rye-houfe, if that had facceeded. And.as we {till 
folve, and are not Afraid to Publifh it, this fame ye 
in Print, in Fattion Difplay’d, Part Second, whereiny 
Applaud the Fust and more Approv'd Defign, ° a 
Of quite Exploding that Detefted LINE. ee 
Which if we had done at the Fire of London, there 
had been no Revolution in 1688, nor any Wars fag 
ceeding upon that, which has Coft the Nation’ 
much Blood and Treafure. All this had been fawés 
And wou’d not the Frre of London have been a Che 
Bargain for all this ? 3 
_ Country-m. \t is Plain that no other Jutereft but 
Ourscou’d be ferv’d by the Burzing of London. Itwas, 
tothe Deftruction of the Church,who wou’d never fe 
Fire on their own Temples. The Papifts had no Foreign 
Power Ready to have fav’d their fall Numbers fi 
England from an Univerfal AMaffacre , if the leat 
Umbrage of this had Appear’d againft them. If the” 
Like had Appear’d again{ft Them , as was Prov’d up= 
on our Martyrs, and Confefs’d by them, we had beem 
upon the Bones of every one of them inthe Nation” 
The Sword of Fujtice fhou’d have had no Troublée™ 
with them. And no Papif: after that, wou’d ever ” 
have been Permitted, by our Laws, to Live in Eag- 
land. Therefore fince all the Probality and Proof lies ¥ 
againft US, I think we had beft leave off Charging 
Others with it,and e’n fuppofe it wasdone by Chance. 
Obf. Chance! How can that be ? When it was. 
Detetted, Prov’d, and Confe/s'd four Months before, 
and the very DAY Nam’d on which it was Done. 
Country-m. Then we have Rais’da Devil P’mafraid 
will Pafs our Skill to Lay. Of which at another op- @ 
portunity. ¥ 


Holland who Sat with the States. 
at the Tryal of our aforefaid 
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